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Dear Families, 

 

The entire SSE staff would like to wish you and your family a Happy Holiday! Thank 

you all for your continuing support.  

Upcoming Events: 

 

1. PTSO Meeting – December 1 (3:15) 

2. Choir Concert – December 1 (5:00) 

3. Skating with Santa – December 2 (Skateland – 5:30-9:00) 

4. Band Concert – December 6 (5:00) 

5. 1:55 Release – December 7, 14 

6. Strings Concert – December 8 (5:00) 

7. PTSO Panda Express Dinner Night – December 8 

8. Kona Ice Treat Sale at Lunch/STUCO Spirit Day (Holiday Colors) – December 

16 

9. Powerhouse – December 20 (9:00) 

10. 11:55 Release – December 20 

11. Winter Break – December 21-January 3 

12. School Resumes – January 4 

 

Infinite Campus Emergency Contacts & ‘Annual Update’ Instructions for 2022/23 

School Year  
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Student ID Badges 
Dear Sidewinder Parents and Families, 

 

We are excited to be introducing student ID badges K-6 in Gilbert Public Schools. Students 

in grades 7-12 are already wearing badges. The initiative is designed to further promote the 

safety of our students and staff on campus. Thank you in advance for your support of our 

efforts.  Please read on for key information. 

 

Student ID Badges 

• Beginning January 4, 2023 our students will be expected to wear student ID badges 

while on campus. 

• Every student will be provided with their student ID badge and a lanyard. 

• Our staff will be well prepared to work with the individual needs of our students 

regarding wearing student ID badges. This includes students in special programs or 

students with special circumstances. 

• Please work with your students to ensure they bring their ID badge with them to 

school every day.   

• Students can use the barcode on their ID badges to access nutrition services 

(breakfast and lunch in the cafeteria) and library services. 

• Bus riders will use the barcode on their ID badge for getting on and off the bus. As a 

parent you will be able to view the whereabouts of the bus using the Here Comes the 

Bus app. 

 

Here Comes the Bus App 

We are also excited to share with you information regarding ‘Here Comes the Bus’, a new 

service for our families whose students ride the school bus.  

 

With ‘Here Comes the Bus’ parents can: 

• View the real-time location of their student’s school bus 

• Ensure their student gets to the bus stop at the right time, every time 

• Know when and where their child boards or exits the bus - Students ID badges will 

be scanned when they board and exit the school bus. 

 

Parents can easily download the ‘Here Comes the Bus.’  Once downloaded, select whether 

you would like email, push notifications, or both.You can also select what you would like to 

be notified of. 

 

Thank you in advance for your support of these new initiatives in our elementary schools.   
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Message from Your School Social Worker 

Hello SSE Families! As the school social worker, I provide several services to our 

families that include weekend food bags, support during the holidays, referrals to other 

supports, and much more. As we are getting close to the holidays should you need 

support please contact me either by email or call 480-641-6413. 

 

The SSE Angel Tree will be going on Nov. 28 to Dec. 2. A school email with a link for 

sign up will be going out on Monday, Nov. 28. Unwrapped gifts will be due to the front 

office Dec. 9. Should you have any questions please feel free to let me know.  

 

 
Updates on Champion - our school therapy dog! As many of you know we received 

Champion from a dog breeder with the goal of him being our school therapy dog. He 

passed his first test over fall break and continues to work hard. Should your student 

discuss him, I wanted to share an updated picture of him. At this time students are not 

allowed to touch him but once he passes a couple more tests, students will be allowed to 

and we will have more direction at that time.  

 

I would like to update families on our SEL classes. In Kindergarten and 1st grade we are 

finishing our Kindness Unit. In this unit we have discussed kindness and how it is a part 

of SSE’S 3 to Be. We used video clips, books and pictures to go through the unit on how 

to show kindness to others. In 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th we will be completing our Goal 

Setting Unit. We discuss goals and how they can help us improve here at school. We 

watch video clips, look at school pictures, and read books to go through how we can be 

kind at school. In 6th grade we will be finishing our bullying unit. In this unit there was a 

lot of group discussion and a group project. I hope your students are enjoying SEL as 

much as I am!  

 

Should you have any questions, need resources, or support please feel free to contact 

me.   
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Shawnda Harmsen MS, RYT, RCYT 

Email: shawnda.harmsen@gilbertschools.net 

Phone: 480.641.6413 x 1408  

GPS Wellness Resources for Families: https://www.gilbertschools.net/wellness 

 

PTSO News:  

A huge thank you to everyone who came out to supports SSE’s annual Turkey Bingo 

night!!! 

 

 
 

ART ROOM NEWS 

2022-2023 PEACE POSTER CONTEST 

Art students teamed up with The Lions Club International to create artwork for their 

Peace Poster Contest! The Lions Club of Gilbert chose one poster from 6th grader Lakai 

Greenhalgh. Lakai worked hard on his poster depicting compassion. A special thanks to 

our runner up Phinley Porter! 

https://www.gilbertschools.net/wellness
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Lakai Greenhalgh                                     Phinley Porter 

 

SSE Spelling Bee 

Congratulations to our 2022 SSE Spelling Bee Winners and a huge shout out to all our 

participants.  

1. Oliver Baker 

2. Marley Baxter                       

3. Sophie Valenzuela 
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Highland High School Marching Band 

A Huge Thank You to the Highland High School Marching Band for stopping by! You 

All Rock! 

 
 

 

Character Counts Golden Ticket Winners 

Darcy Banfield 

Kaitlyn Sanchez 

Serenity Gonzalez 

Erica Shirly 

Tau Ili 

Grace McKellar 

Riley Taylor 

Selena Borbon 

Neo Boyle
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Character Counts Winners 
 

Ethan Quintanar 

Lola Mann 

Owen Covert 

Julia Christensen 

Jazlynn Cardenas 

Ariana Velazco 

Sophia Flores 

Jack Gardiner 

Leo Ibarra 

Payton Novello 

Doc Hollie Vann  

Jonah Webb 

Emma Spainer 

Amelia Aguayo 

Arianna Shell 

Brantley Baker 

Riley Taylor 

Lillian Leichtman 

Makayla Norman 

Jaxson Johnson 

Liam Reidinger 

Rai Camacho 

Finn Folgers 

Chloe Pratt 

Brynn Burdick 

Curtis Currier 

Levi Del Muro 

Jordan Briggs 

Ezra Salter 

Bryce Pizzicarola 

Levi Roberts 

Kasen Stanley 

Rigdon Moody 

Axton Sterling 

Aiden Mendoza 

Kaleb Schaffner 

Ryan Hoopes 

Everette Ruthem 

Lyla Roberts 

Max Richardson 

Sophia Flores 

Parker Roberts 

Mia Mendoza 

Kaleb Lamb 

Darcy Banfield 

Ethan Quintanar 

Sofia Nenadovic 

Rylee Vaughn 

Cole Hagan 

Mateo Arcos 

Jaxon Butter 

Adalyn Middleton 

Corbin Hunter 

Cayden Allen 

Olivia Durrant 

Natalie Mezquita 

Bendezu 

Allisynn Flores 

Lola Mann 

Ruxton Tucker 

Cash Dingman 

Neo Santana 

Gunner Quist 

Alexis Tarkington 

Max Richardson 

Noah Barnes 

Ollie Chilton 

Carlie Nino 

Parker Ostermeyer 

Kenzie Staggs 

Judah Hawkins 

Grayson Cano 

Arianna Sanai 

Raya Stratford 

Cruz Wilson 

Leo Ibarra 

Paige Zehring 

Caden Black 

Brooklyn Rogers 

Amelia Aguayo 

Christian Kambool 

McKay Leilva 

Brooklyn Williams 

Harper Durant 

Angel Martinez 

Corbin Hunter 

Kaleb Schaffner 

Samy Ouali 

Makayla Thomas 

Elizabeth Connolly 

Jade Brough 

Juniper Ihrig 

Sophia Taylor 

Noah Barnes 

Sophia Flores 

Sofija Leilua 

Emma Spainer 

Kenzi Salter 

Teagan Morrows 

Matthew Craig 

Makayla Norman 

Lucy Jones 

Eleanor Miller 

Brooklyn McClard 

Preston Prescott 

Ellany Rosser 

Angel Martinez Diaz 

Deliah Arias 

Corban Webb 

Jameson Graves 

Ja’lill Jackson 

Penelope Cortez 

Jack Gardiner 

Aniyah Marrujo 
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Allie Sawyer-Sullivan 

Brianna Bray 

Mateo Arcos 

Daisy Mendoza 

Liam Post 

Christopher Macias 

Wyatt Earhart 

Natalie Mezquita 

Bendozu 

Alice Harmsen 

Jack Gardiner 

Felix Lopez 

Jude McKellar 

Jaxson Butter 

Jazlynn Cardenas 

Alora Bandin 

Tabor Loeffler 

Ben McCormack 

Siena Mahiya 

Dominic Martinez 

Piper Cox 

Justin Cortes 

Runley Ruffcorn 

Avni Bhure 

Gracie Kukkola 

Levi Roberts 

Arianna Martinez

 

Library Link 
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